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Table 1. Galileo through a dramatic lens: Stage works

Life of Galileo, Bertolt Brecht (German version, 1943; American version, 1947)
Galileo, Tom Stoppard (1970, unpublished)†

The Genius, Howard Brenton (1982)
Space, Tina Landau (1998)
Star Messengers (opera), Paul Zimet and Ellen Meadow (2001)
Galileo Galilei (chamber opera), Philip Glass et al. (2002)‡

Galileo’s Daughter, Timberlake Wertenbaker (2004)
Galileo Walking Among the Stars, Em Lavik (2004)

NOTES: †A response to Brecht’s play. ‡Based on Brecht’s play.

Table 2. Galileo through a cinematic lens: Film, video and television works (en-
tries not otherwise described are films for theatrical release)

Galileo, Inventor of the Pendulum (1909)
Galileo (1911)
Leben des Galilei (1947) aka Galileo†

The Life of Galileo (1962 TV movie)†

Galileo (1969)
Galileo (1974)
Galileo (1975, Joseph Losey)†

Topo Galileo (1987)
Galileo Galilei (1989 TV movie)
Galileo (1994)
Galileo (1997 video short)
Galileo Smith Visits the Solar System (1997)
Galileo: On the Shoulders of Giants (1998 TV movie)
Galileo (1998 TV series documentary)
Baby Einstein: Baby Galileo Discovering the Sky (2003 video short)
Garireo (2007 TV series) aka Galileo
Galileo Mystery (2007 TV series documentary)
Dear Galileo (2009)
Motel Galileo (2011)

NOTE: †Based on Brecht’s play.

looked through a microscope, but that did not produce the drama of his astronomical
findings.

Perhaps the most intriguing outcome, as shown by the film Dear Galileo, is that
the world “knows” that Galileo dropped things off the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Although
Galileo wrote of the experiment, historians agree that in all probability he never actually
carried it out. Like Isaac Newton and the falling apple, this story has a mythical power
that rivals the science itself–and that’s not a bad thing if it helps fix Galileo’s true
achievements in people’s minds.


