
U.S. Fed 
Food, Drug & 
Cosmetic Act

2nd Iraq seed 
grain poisoning

Pakistan seed 
grain poisoning

Guatemala 
seed grain 
poisoning

Niigata, 
Japan disaster

Canada 
embargoes 
lake �shing

U.S. �nds 
contamination 

in waters

Japan de�nes 
Minamata 

disease 

WHO cautions 
against Iraq 
data as �sh 
guideline

AMA passes 
resolution stating 
methylmercury is 

food hazard

Nat'l Academy of 
Sciences sets �sh 
methylmercury 

advisory

Anderson 
Seafood trial 

(U.S.)

Clean Air Act 
takes e�ect

(U.S.)

Congress 
directs EPA to 
study mercury 

pollution

FDA requests 
manufacts. 
eliminate 

mercury from 
vaccines

EPA orders 
regulation of 

coal & oil 
power plants

DOW resin 
given in Iraq, 
study begins 
(U Rochester)

Science article 
on Iraq pub. 
(Rochester)

Seychelles 
report 

publication
(A.D. Matthews)

Faroes study 
begins 

(Harvard and 
Denmark)

Seychelles 
child develop. 
study report 
(Rochester)

1st Faroes 
study 

publication
(Harvard and 

Denmark)

FDA/EPA issue 
joint advisory 

on �sh and 
mercury 

USDA 
removes 

canned tuna 
from WIC
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EPA publishes 
Congressional 
mercury study 

report

FDA website 
advisory re: 
mercury in 

�sh

 Fed court 
rules mercury 
must remain 
in Clean Air 

Act
Minamata, 

Japan disaster

1st Iraq seed 
grain poisoning

3rd Iraq seed 
grain poisoning

Seychelles 
child develop. 
study begins 
(Rochester)

FDA sword�sh 
advisory

Manufacts. 
remove 

mercurials from 
OTC drugs (U.S.)

Bush admin. 
removes 

mercury from 
Clean Air Act

Government Actions

Mercury Poisonings

Mercury Studies

NGO Advisories

History of Methylmercury in Fish: Key Moments

Diagnosis: Mercury: Money, Politics, and Poison
by Jane M. Hightower, M.D.
www.diagnosismercury.org www.islandpress.org

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
FDA Food and Drug Administration
OTC over-the-counter
WIC The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program  
 for Women, Infants, and Children
Rochester University of Rochester
Harvard and Denmark Harvard University and 
 University of Southern Denmark
AMA American Medical Association

Peru �shers v. 
farmers study 

ends
(Rochester)

Peru �shers v. 
farmers study 

begins
(Rochester)

American 
Samoa study 

begins 
(Rochester)


